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Abstract

The paper aims o a-i'nalyze the relationship betwesn irede liberalization and the gender
gap in ihe ESCWA region during the period (2006~2018), focusing on the wage and '
employmeni gaps. We found that there_are"many obstacles that hinder the reduction
‘of the wage gap, which are not-related to the tevel of trade fiberalization. Cohsequent!y.
there is no linkage between the degree of trade openness and both the wage and
employment gaps. In addition, the female pamclpatlon in the labor market is quite fow
compared fo ifs counterpart in the rest of the worid, which ultlmateiy leads to an
increase in the employmeni gap. Based on thet, policymakers'should work on creating
mote eguitabie labor market conditions and increase women pan.icipation ret_e. -
Key'Wo'rds: trade liberalizaiien, gender gap, gender wage gap, gender employment
gap. | ' o o
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