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MAIN PROBLEMS FAGING THE “AGRICULTURE SECTOR” IN SUPPORTING
SUSTAINABLE BEVELOPMENT IN THE KINGDGM OF SRUDI ARABIA
(An Applied Stutly on Al-Khar] Governorate)

) . : X
"Dr. Eman Mohamed Youssefm & Dr. Walaa ailbdallah Omara( )
Dr. Susu Mousad Alasfoury

" ABSTRACT

The agriculture sector represents the most important economic
“sectors which support the efforts of sustainable development in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Perhaps the importance of this_sector has
increased at the present time due to the problems facing oil sector in
Saudi Arabia in view of fluctuations in this sector in international
market. That is why, the decision makers in the Kingdom are moving
towards diversifying the economic structure, reducing dependence on
the oil sector and focus on other sectors including the agricultural sector
which provides the population with all their needs of vegetables, fruits,
milk, eggs and other different products. As reEardmg to Research
Problent, The research problem is represented in the role played by the
agricultural sector in supporting the national economy is less than the
expected level and that is may be due to the existence of a number of
problems or obstacles that sfand in the way of development of this
sector and prevent the activation of its role in supporting the efforts of
sustainable development in Saudi Arabia. And with refers to Research
Objectives; the present research aims to achieve the main objective
which is identifying the. role played by the agricultural sector in
supporting the national economy of Saudi Arabla, Also, it aims to
monitor the problems in_ the development of this sector, develop
perceptions and ideal solutions to solve them in a way that can activate
the role of this sector in supporting the efforts of sustainable
development. The study will depend on anagtlcal descriptive statistical
approach which relies’ on primary Data. Data has co ected through
questionnaires designed to achieve the objectives of the study and
sample size reached to 120 and 57 one is backed with full information’s.
The study produced many important results, among them are the
obstacles facing the agricultural sector in the Kingdom which are
relevant to the natural and environmental resources. The study showed
that the most important obstacles are increases in the fees of workers in
this sector with a relative importance estimated around 90.86% at a time
the obstacle of urban spraw] and random expansion in constructions at
the expense of agricultural land is least importance as its relative
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importance reached around 58,58%, As for technical obstacles are
concerned, the study showed that the weakness in the activities of
agricultural and food Broces_sing based on surplus agricultural
production are import obstacles which relative importance reached
around 89.46% while the obstacles related to weakness.in the technical
level used in the different agricultural Sr'ocesses‘ occupied last position
with its relative importance of around 80.34%. o
With respect to économic and social obstacles, the results of the
- study indicated that the obstacles pertaining to increase in the cost of
requirements. of agricultural. production occupied first position with a
relative importance of around 933% while the obstacles related to
reducing the importance- of participation of Saudi woman in the
agricultural sector is in the last position with a relative importance of
around 67%. o : . C
... The results of analysis of study related to marketing obstacles
indicated that the obstacles gertaming to unfair competition for most of
the local agricultural products are the most important marketing
obstacles as its relative importance reached around 92.28% while a set
of obstacles, related to the fact that local markets are not absorbing the
agricultural production and not benefiting from it optimally, are. among
the obstacles which have least importance of around 82.4%. . .
.- ~The study presented a concept to.address these obstacles which
were monitored. The results of the analysis of the study showed that the
protection- of - focal -product from unfair competition secured. first
position with a relative importance of around 94.38% while. the
responses of targeted community, related to need for support to this
-sector, occupied second position with.a relative importance. of around
92.98%. The farmers paid special attention to prepare 4 database for
agricultural sector in the Governorate which reflect the different
activities, sufp ly and demand for these products as the relative
importance of-this factor reached around 92.62% followed by the factors
related to develop the systems of agricultural marketing as’the relative
importance of this facfor reached.92.28%.- The obstacles related to
sewage treatment with the aim to provide necessary water for this sector
occupied the last position with a relative importance of around 85.26%.
.. The study presented a strategy to improve this sector and activate
its role-in sustainable development in the Kingdom relying on
addressing the problems facing this sector, review the'exiport policy and
reduce the dependency on foreign to cover the needs of local markets
for agricultural products, specially, meat, poultry, dairy, vegetables and
fruits, It will guarantee a fair competition, increase the cfemap(_i for local
products, increase the size of support for this sector in addition to the
support for infrastructure supportive for this sector during its all stages —
production, manufacturing, export and coordination between concerned
departments in relation to establish an accurate database for this sector
and all its related activities. It will support the farmers and guide them to
deal optimally-with local as well as international markets. Also, the
study recommend the need to coordinate between the efforts of
government and local to solve all the problems facing this sector which

were monitored by the results of this study.
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